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Mary Whiting, 


A Faithful Handmaid of the 
Lord; who Departed this Life, 
inthe 22d Year of her me. 
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kuh PIETY aki; 
IN THE 
LIFE and REATH 
e o'r” 9 
Mary Whiting, Sc 


| ART HIT TNG, Dangkter oy 

of 8 Whiting , and Mary his 
& Wife, of Nayſey in the G 
i: "ob. oy was Born the latter end 
the 9th Month, in that Memorable Ieur, 
1654. when the Lord was pleaſed in his 


Infinite Lobe; to ſend his 3 and | 


Miniſters (whom he had Raiſed up in the 


North of England, and ſent forth to ” pf ach 


again the everlaſting Goſpel of Light and 
Salvation to the Sons and Daugäters of 
Men) into the South Parts thetedf ; whom 
her Father receiv'd, and their Teſtimony, 
and kept Meetings at his Houſe: one of 


the firſt in that County; and Educatet 


By) 9 According to tlie way of 
1 Truth 
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"The Life of Mary Whiting. 


, King Charles the Second, in the Lear 1660. 


the Oath of Allegiance, of whom, there 


the Spring of the Vear, 1661. our Mo- 


N 


Truth he had receiv'd, and walk'd in till 
the time of his Deceaſę, which was in the 
Year, 1658. An Honeſt, Faithful and Up- 
right Man, of good Report, and left a 
good Savour behind him; who on his 
Death-Bed Exhorted his Wife, that as ſhe 
had believed in the Light, ſo ſhe *ſhould 
walk in it, wich accordingly ſhe did; and 
in the'time of. her Widowhood -continued 
Meetings at her Houſe, as alſo the Care 
of her Daughter, with me her Son, and 
kept her at School, eſpecially to Read, in 
which ſhe was very ready ta Learn, and 
could( and had) Read the Bible all over, when 
very young. But in the time of the Great 
Tmpriſgnment, after the Coming in of 


when ſo many Friends were ſent to Pri- 
fon, for Meeting, and Refuſing to take 


were about Eleven Score in the County of 
Somerſet. Among whom our dear Mother, 
and her Maid, being ſent to Priſon to Fuel- 
ebefter, for refuſing the Oath, Cc. we 
were left that Winter, to the Care of our 
Gr andfather Evans, 7 Who was no F riend 3 
which had no Influence on my Siſter, 
to aleniate or eſtrange her from the Love 
of the Truth, or her Innocentey. And in 


ther, with about 200 more, being freed 
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many knew, and can bear witneſs; on 


T be Life of Mary Whiting. 
at Chard Aſſizes, by Judge Fofter, (who 
miſapplying the words of Chriſt to them, 
bid them Go therr way and Sin no more, leſt 


a worſe thing came upon them) ſhe returned 
to her outward Habitation, and took us 


Home; and ſoon after Married a Sober 
Honeſt Man, and a Friend of the ſame Pa- 
riſh, one Moſes Bryant, who had been a 
Priſoner on the ſame Account; and was 
a Loving and Kind Husband to her, 'and 
Father-in-Law to us; who took Care of 
us, and brought us up according to Truth, 
what in him lay; and continued Meetings 
at our Houſe as formerly. | 


And as for my dear Siſter, * I can truly 
ſay of her, ſhe was a very Sober Innocent 


Maid, all along from her Childhood, a 
that was never addicted to any bad Words 
or Actions, but very careful in what ſhe 
ſaid or did; not given to Play or Paſtime, 
as moſt Children commonly are in their 
Youthful Days, but was very Sober, and 
Religiouſly inclined from her Childhood, 
and much given to. Reading and Medita- 
tion in her younger years; ſo that Friends 
of the Miniſtry, as Fohn@4udland, 'Fobn 
Camm, Tho. Briggs, Tho. Salt houſe, and others 
who uſed to come to our Houſe in thoſe 
Days, took notice of her Sobriety, and 
delighted to hear ber Read, and ſhe loved 


them 
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them and their Company from a Child, 


| and would apply that of the [Prophet 
fa. 52. 7. Iſaiah to them, How beautiful upon the 


| Mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good Tidings, that publiſheth Peace,—that 
| ſaith unto Sion, thy God reigneth: Learn- 
| ing Inſtruction of them while ſhe was if 
|” => young, and would ſtay in Meetings of her 
. own accord, when ſome other Children 
| would rather be out at Play. . She loved 
Retirement, and to be alone, to Meditate 
9 on the things of God, and Pray to him; 
| and would often go with her Bible, or 


ſome Friend's Book into the Garden, or 


| _. fometother private Place by her ſelf, when 
mme hadtopportunity, inſtead of going to 


Play or Paſtimes with other Children, and 
was ſeldom drawn into Company for Di- 
verſions,” not minding; the Sports and Re- 
creations of the Times, tho' there Was 


[, Muſick: and Dancing on the Green, juſt 


| without our Gate, commonly on "Firſt 
| Days," which ſhe little regarded, unleſs 
q to obſerve, their Folly; and lament their 
Ig Vanity. She:feared"the'Lord, and Remem- 
| bred hey"\Creator in the days of her Tomb, 
| and her'MindSyas bent to Serve. him in 

her Day, and greateſt Care not to offend 

him; minding him above all, and feekin 


| 4 
* after the beſt things; deſiring above al 


things, that it might be wel ' with her, 
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The Liſe of Mary Whiting. 7: 


when Time ſhould be no more; often ſay- 
ing, that ſhe did not matter what ſhe went 
through bere, * that her Soul might be ſa- 
ved in the End; little valuing the World, 
or any thing in it, in Compariſon of the 
Love and Favour of God; her Affections 


inclining to Heavenly Things, and her 


Soul lov'd and ſought the Lord, ſeeking 
firſt the Kingdom of God and his Rigbte- 
15 s,: and leaving other things to be 
addean gs Sealonst;.. ORE 
She was not of a Stubborn Nature, but - 
Meek, and Tender-Hearted, a eden, 
more with her, than many Stripes woul 
with ſome. She was not Light, and Wan- 
ton, but Grave and Serious, and Sober- 
Minded in her Youth; not apt to Laugh, 
but rather to Weep z yet not Sour, but 
Affable, of few words, and Savoury, and 
loved Solitude and Silence to wait upon 
the Lord. She took great Delight in Read - 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and Friend's 
Books, which ſhe thought moſt like them, 
eſpecially the New Teftament ; and made it 
her GREAT CONCERY to Practice 
what ſhe Read, and to walk accordingly ; 
lg as to pleaſe God, and find Peace with 
him, which was her chief defire. I ſpeak 
what I know, and her Behaviour was 
Exemplary. to all that knew her. All 
which good Inclinations, and Piety in her 


Tpbe Life of Mary Whiting. 
younger years; and much more that 
might truly be ſaid of her, is to be attri- 
buted to Se influence of the Grace and 
Spirit of God, that wrought. in her ſo 
young, to teach ber to deny ungodlineſs, 
and worldly Luſts, and to live Sober), 
Righteouſly. and Godly in this preſent world. 
And ſhe bath often told me how near the 
Lord was to her when ſhe was a Child, and 
what freſh incomes of bis Love ſhe enjoyed 
in her tender years; and if at any tine ſhe 
was drawn from it, bow ſhe could nat re 
[like the Needle (or Point of the Compaſs) 
touched with the Loadſtone] till ſhe re. 
turned again to the Centre. | 
In the 9th Month, 1666. when ſhe was 
about Twelve years of Age, our dear Mo- 
her died, to our great Loſs, an Honeſt, 
Sober Woman; of whom, if I may ſay it, 
What I have often heard concerning o- 
thers, may truly be applied to her; that 
pe was a loving Wife, a tender Mother, 4 
good Neighbour, a kind Friend, and very 
Charithble to the Poor; of whom I é could 
ſay much, if it would be taken from 2 
Son. After whoſe Death, we continued 
with our Father-in-Law ; and my. Sifter 
was very helpful in bringing up her youn- 
ger Brothers, which were Three, beſides my 
ſelf ; being very Diligent and Serviceable, 
not Idle or Slothful in Buſineſs, but 
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Tbe Liſe ef Mary Whiting. 
Careful and Induſtrious in Her place, de- 
nying her ſelf the Diverſions chat others 
delighted in; and was Loving, Kind, and 
Courteous, Genie, and eaſis to be en- 
treated; not Proud, but Plain, yet De- 
cent, Modeſt, Grave and Serious, growi 


up more and more in the fear of God, 


and in all her Carriage and Deportment as 


became the Truth, and was a good Exam - 
ple to us in her Life and Converſation; and 
would Reproye me, (being younger than 
her) if ſhe obſerved I ſpoke or did any 
thing amiſs; ſo that ſhe was an awe and 
check upon me, when-I was any ways 


Light, or Wanton: And I muſt needs ſay, 


ſhe was a Pattern of Vertue, not of Vice, 
which the was not any ways addicted to, 
but minding the beſt things. 


I would not be carried by my Affection 


to her, beyond the Truth; but muſt ſay, 
I hardly ever knew any one more Sober 
and Religioufly inclined than ſhe was from 
her Childhood; as if ſhe never minded 
any thing elfe but that which wag Good. 
And 1 believe I may ſay, was as uffſpotted 
through the whole Coprſe of her Life, with 


any gefilement whatfoever, as to word or 
deed, as moſt in their Natural State, till 


they are Renewed by Grace, into their A 
Eſtate of Purity and Innocency, wherein 
they were Create. 
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10 The Life of Mary Whiting: | 
1670 And about the Sixteenth or Seventeenth || th 
| 1671. Year of her Ape, the Lord began to work iſ w 
(3 more powerfully in her, for the fitting her o 
| for himſelf, and the Work whereunto he Þ g. 


0 afterward called her; according to the N 
| . working of bit mighty power, whereby be i: fe 
f able to ſubdue all things unto himſelf 3 Work- 0] 

ing. in her, according to his good pleaſure, I ir 


the thing that was well pleaſing in his be 
fight ; redeeming her Mind more and more V 
from all Earthly and Trapſitory things, P. 
and purifying her by the operation of his t! 
Spirit, that ſhe might be wade a veſſel fit I Be 
JJJJJJJJJJVCCCCC oo 
62. But in the 4th; Month, 1672. and 
|* "Eighteenth. year of her Age, our Father- 
in-Law dying, we were ſcattered abroad. 
TI choſe Edmund. Beakes of Portſhead to be 
my Guardian; but my. Siſter, like Ruth, 
clave to her Mother · in- Law, (our Father- 
in- Laws Second Wife) an Honeſt, Religious 
Woman alſo; with whom ſhe lived, till 
I returned to my own Houſe again, and 
went through great Inward Exerciſe; 
often M Faſting, and Vatebing, while the 
Work of Truth-was upon her, like a Viſe 
Hirgin with her Lap trimmed, witing 
| N hs Lord would come. Often-mourn- 
ing before the Lord for the enjoyment of 
tus. preſence, if at any time he was plea- 
fed to withdraw, for the Trial of her F ah, 
.... tho 
| K | re 
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The Life of Mary Whiting. 
tho' ſhe often drank: of the Brook by the 


way, as ſhe ſaid, through him, in whom all 


our freſh Springs are. And was very dili- 
gent in Meetings, going often to By ifto ＋. 
Meeting Six Miles, and Home again on 


foot, for the ſake of Meetings, and Friends 


of the Miniſtry, that uſed to frequent it 
in thoſe days; beſides the Meetings ſhe 
belonged to, which was uſually twice a 


Week, (and fometimes oftner,) in the ſame: 
Pariſh of Nazſey, where ſhe dwelt. So 
that by waiting upon the Lord, ſhe renewed 


ber ſtrengtb, and grew in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 


Chriſt, for whoſe ſake ſhe denied thoſe 


things that was contrary to his pure wil, 
and counted nothing dear to ber that ſbe 
might win bin, and be found in him, not ha- 
ving ber own Righteouſneſs, but be made 


pertakerwot his, which only juſtifies in the 


Jight of God, and is available to Salvation, 


as the ſame comes to be wrought by his 


Spirit in the Heart. And lived a very 


Chaſt  ſelf-denying Liſe, as one that was 


devoted to the Lord, and given up to 
Serve him, in whatever he might require 
of her; whoſe Spirit wrought mightily in 


her, for the Accompliſhing the Work 


which he had begun in her, and bringing 
her into the. Glorious Liberty of the Sons 
and Daughters of God. © 
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The Biſe of Mary Whiting: 


| * 2 And ſhe had pretty much, Exer caſe and 


7 BY her Mind, about her appearing 
in A Pablich Teſtimony :. And one time eſpe- 
cially „ bein 
x. were, vir. Henry Maſey, and Lawrence 


at a Meeting on a Firſt Day, 


e je Exerciſe of it, (till the I. ord 
Was pl. 


1 4 e to bis V) and yet, as 
th 19 85 her Spiri foil, but her Heart 


121 


fouriſbed as g green Bay Trete; ye in the 
tame, ot weatae/s, ſhe was made ſtrong, 
through, the, Power: of the Lord, and veriue 

his, troing Preſence, which fill'd her 
Heart day by day, and the det lay al 


Naht upon hes: Branch; And the Lord 


exlarged;ber Heart, and toofed her Tongue 
to tell of his . wondrous works; having 
Faited upon-him\;in;the-way of bis: Fude* 
ents, till it was brought: forth into Vi. 
Gory, and knownithe Travel of her Soul 
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Garden, and like 4 Spring of water, whoſe 


The Life of Mary Whiting: 


ment,.. and. baving. waſhed her Garments, 
and. malle them white in the Blood of tbe 
Lamb,. and found him whom ber Soul loved; 
greater in her, than he that ie in. tbe 
word; and having taſted of the goodneſs 
of the Lord, he could do. no. Jeſs than 
ſpeak, well 2 his Great Nane. aun 
And the Lord having poured out of his 
5 85 upon her, according to his Promiſe, 
th 


3 


t he would pour out his Spinit upon all Joel 2. 


Fleſh,;—upon, Servants, and Haxdmeids, 
9 5 Sons an Daughter . ſhould Pro- 
phecy; &c. which is fulfilled in our Day, 
of, which. ſhe was a Witneſs in her mea- 
ſure; and ſa giving up to his Requirings, 
her uth was ſoon after opened in a 
e eee 
2odneſs, for which her Soul did 9agnific 
the. Lord, and her Tongue did ſhew forth; bis 
raiſe, who gave. her beauty. for aſhes, the 
Oy of Joy for Mourning, and the Garment 
Praiſe, for the Spirit of Heavineſs; and 
made her accepted in the beloved; and 
the 1077 of Sorroy being removed, Joy 
and Gladneſs. was known in her Habita- 
tion; fo that her Soul became as a watered 


waters fail not; and the Lord gave her the 
Tongue of the Learned, to ſpeak a word 
in ſeaſon to the weary Soul. She had a 
very Living and Efe#ual Teſtimony, to the 
2 | » Comfort 
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Thi! Liſe of Miry Whiting: 


Comfort and and Encouragement 0 of, many, 
which was well receiv'd, and of Great 
Service in the Country where ſhe dwelt, 
Labouring about Home, not going far 


Abroad for ſome time; being very Dili. 


gent and Retired, mindin her 658. that 
ſhe might Grow in it, as ſhe did, day b 

day; Preſſing and Exhorting all Friends 

as ſhe had opportunity, to be Faithful 
to what the Lord had made known to 
them, that they might come to know 
Bread in their. own Houſes, and Water in 
their own Ciſterns; and having taſted that 
the Lord was Gracious, - ſhe could not 
but Invite others to come. taſte and ſee 
how good the Lord ic, that they might be 


made willing in the Day of his Power, 
and give up to him, and come to pertake 


with her of the ſame precious Faith and 
Truth revealed in the inward 1 Chr iſt 
in ur the Hope of Glory.” | wy 
The beginning of 45 255 Month, A 


ſhe ſent the me EPISTLE to 
Friends, VIZ, 0 
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The Liſe of Mary Whiting, 


An EPISTLE for the Meet- 
ing at Backwell, the 12th of 
. the zd Month, 1675. 

&« A Few words unto you that are here 
« this Day Aſſembled together, as a 
e Salutation of my Love, who am called 
i Mary Whiing, _ r 


Pear and well beloved Friends, who 
* are gathered and Aſſembled this Day, 
in the Name and Fear of the Everlaſting 


God, unto whom be the Glory of our 


* Aſſemblies ; Grace, Mercy and Peace be 
« mnultiplied upon you from God the Father, 
«and from the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
* from the Seven Spirits which" are before 
* bis Throne, and from Feſus Chriſt ho is 


© 'rhe Amen, the Faithful and True Vi- 
* neſs, the beginning of the Creation of 
God, unto him that loved us, and waſhed 


* us from our Sins. in his awn Blood; unto 
* him be Glory and Dominion for Ever, 
Amen. „ „ T7 

© "Behold he cometh with Clouds, and 
*« every Eye ſhall ſee bim, and, they alſo 
„ which pierced him, and all Kindreds of 
* the Earth ſhall weep and wail becauſe of 
« him; even ſo, Amen, 

: $6.5 i Rs | ** Behold 
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“ Behold, i ſaith he, I am the Aiphe and 
* Omega; the Beginning and the Ending, 
Lethe lrigbt und Morning Star; I will give 
undo him that is'a-thirſt, be ſhall drink of 
* the water 'of Life" freely; and be that 
* drinketh of the Water that Chrift ſhal 
Dive bim, ſhall never thirſt again, but it. 
Hall be in him a Well of Water, ſpringing « 
S Ap into Everlaſting Liſ. 
* My Friends, I thought good to ſhew Ml « 
„ unto you the Signe and Wonders. that 
© the af High God hath wrought to · 
* wards me; to the End that ye may un- 
derſtand and know that there is no God 
jn all the Earth, like the God of Iſrael; 
and that Believing in him, ye. may 
* come to Know and witneſs thoſe things 
© fulfilled in your ſelves. Therefore I 
hape ſent theſe words unto you, that 
* you may be ſatisfied concerning me, 
and that your Peace may remain, and 
E being Diligent, ydu may daily witneſs 
your Growth in the Precious Truth, 
_ © which is freſb and lively in its own Pu- 
© rity, and all that are retained in it, are 
- kept alive by it. So let all come to 
ie witneſs that you are Branches of the true 
Vine, which is Chrif, and to Grow by 
his Vertue, and bear Cluſters of the Fir/t 
Fruits in the Spring of the acceptable 
Tear, that fo by gur Fruits we may 
„„ 
{> 
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T he Life of Mary Whiting. 
* honour” the Lord, for herein is our 
Heavenly Father Glorified, in that we 
c hear much Fruit. So Live and Valk in 
the Power of the Lord, which quickens 
„ and makes alive, and is alone able to 
« keep alive; and as you keep to the 1 
© Power, it will preſerve you in the New x 
and Living way. So wax bold in this ; 
% the Day of the Lord, be Valiant for the 
Truth upon Earth, hold forth your Tefſti- 
„% mony among the Sons and Daughters of . 
08 © Men, with whom you Converſe in Wor 
n. © and Converſation; that fo your Lamb- 
od“ lite Life may Preach Righteouſneſs unto 
43 © them, as Noah did in the Evil World, 
JW © and that walking in the way of the Lord 
25M © blameleſs, holding forth the Inage of 
IN © the Cæleſtial Beauty, all Men may be 
at brought to confeſs. that we are Children 
je, WM © of the Lord, becauſe we are taught of 
id MW © him; and as we receive this Cowerin 
s upon us, we ſhall adorn the Truth, an 
b, Beautiful ſhall we be in the Eyes of all 
u- © Beholders? for many Hie are upon us, 
re } © beholding us what we do, and watching 
to © us, to ſee whether or no we wall accord- 
ve i © ing to the Principle held forth by us 
by BW © which is Ferfection and Freedom from 
ji © Sin, which is alone by Chriſt, who is 
% © the Life; for the Law of the Spirit of 
y | © Life in Chriſt 7%. ſets us free * 
5 & the 


h 
mY 
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« the Law of Sin and Death, and ſo come 
tg be fret-born by Chrift, King the 
* ncere milk of the word, that we may 
55 thereby from e to Vertue, 


aily encreaſing in the Lord; and the 


« Bleffing of the Lord will be multiplied 


upon you, Which is ng eſire of my 
Soul. Who : am, 4 Friend e Witneſs to | 


the Ererna "Truth of Go in which 
7 608 you Fate ewell. 

| oth, the with tay” | | 
n the x 54 Month, To Ay rue 


4 20 STSCRIPT, 10 ah 
ere. going Epiſtle. 
Tur H E Vertue of * Lord will more and 


more ahoi und, 


fab his ow WA. Holy. Arm doth incompaſs and 
rroun 
For. 1. the Gentle Dew upon the Laſting 


7 


| Even 17 the > Heavenly Dew for eyermore 


Upon he Tender PI nt e of G 48 
Nabr Hand, Mae, that A ft Go 


bas ya lane bis Table every bey Joth 
5 and 8 N 
For 


JJ ⁵⁵⁵ . . I EIT WY © 


2 8 Re -w 


'Or 
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For 12 nh 18 4 Feaſt of Good Thinge, 
well R 6 716 | 
Ts Ext © i Living Bread, and Drink the 


1275 ne. 
And in the Fulneſi 5 of his Precious Love, 


Z Return unto him, as it doth us Behove; 


The Everlaſting Priije, and High Re- 
noton, 
* Will and Pleaſure is to give to us 2 
rown 
or Infinite, Endleſs and Eternal 
ary, 
To Rtign Wich him for Ever, Sin, # 
the Moſt Hig h. 


Who Lar or doth in this 15 Day his 


Precious Love extend, 


And of the 2 5 x of de fame, ſhall r Neve r 


be an En 


To him long, whoſe abr it is, el 


Glory did end, 


Be all Hominiqn, Praiſe and Honour, world 


een yy 
Fe A. 1. 


Abbt my fins (I being "Ethel oi 
my Guardians aforeſaid, Ky ty Houſe at 
Naylſey) ſhe came and dwel with me, 
while ſhe r in the Country La- 
bouring as I faid woſtly 4 


certains forms thy Neighbour g Meetings, as 
2 


Home, ex- 
AC — 


Briſtol, 


| 


%. wi 
1 
- - 

LH 


Briſtol, &c. and a little into Glouceſter - 
ſhire, and ſo Home again; where ſhe was 
very Serviceable, and a Bleſſing to many, 
and a precious time of Viſitation it was to 
many People thereaway, and divers were 

| Convinced; ſo that I may fay it was 4 
Time of Love, let it never ſlip out of my | 
Remembrance. And tho' her Time was 
but ſhort, after the Lord called her into 
his Vineyard, yet her Work, Labour and 
Service in the Truth was great, for the 
Proſperity of all in it, that they might 
come to work out their own Salvation, 
and makg their Calling and Election ſure ; 
and the Loxd gave her « Mouth and Wi/- 
dom, that ſhe might know. how to Mi- 
nifter to the States of others, and made 
her Eloquent in his Hand, and taught her 
a Pſalm of Praiſe, by which ſhe hath often {Mas 
made Me/ody in her Heart tb the Lord. [do 
And I know it was her r#al deſire to be 75 
- * found doing the will of God, and anſwer a- 
hisRequirings in all things, that ſhe might Hor 
be found approved in his ſight, and to e 
ſpeak his words, and not her own. And Ru 
{he had, I know, a great Care and Concern II 
on her Mind and Spirit for the Welfare I 
and Proſperity of all Friends in the Truth ; I 7 
that all that was Convinged. of it, might 2 
be Faithful to it, and ſo come to know t 
Salvation by it, that they might be hid 2 
enn ans 


2 


— 
TY , 


e 
[ 
1 
) 
1 
1 
2 
; 
t 
T 
1 
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he Day of the Lord's Wrath, when his In- 
lignation would paſs over, and be revealed 


zzainſt all the Workers of Iniquity. And 
hat others might come to receive the 


Truth, and be made Pertakers of it, ſo as 


o find Peace with him, before the Evil 


Day come; often Exhortiffg People to prize 


heir Time, and the Day of their Viſitation, 
and ſeek the Lord while he is to be found, 
urn at his Reproof while he ſtrives with 
hem, and waits to be Gracious, and An- 
wer his Call in the Day of bis Love, that 
bis long-ſuffering, goodneſs and forbearance 

ght lead them to Repentance ; for the 
Spirit of the Lord will not always ſtrive with 
Men; and if they Rebell againſt it, and 


would not Anſwer when be calls, they might 


come to Call, and he would not Anſwer , for 


as in the outward,. the. Plant or Tree that 
doth not Budd, Bloſſom, or bear Fruit in 


the time of Spring or Summer, when the Sap 


ariſes, there is little hopes it will in the Fall, 


or Winter, when the Sap retires ta the Root 


or Centre. So They that do not give up, 
while the Spirit of the Lord ſtrives with 
them, hut reſiſt it, till it ceaſes ſirtving,, 


may come at laſt to Lament, as ſome in for- 


mer days did, the Harveſt is paſt, the Sum- Jer. 8. 
mer is ended, and we are not Saved. And 


the Lord ſay of them, as he did of ſome 


of Old, Ephraim is joined to Idols, let him Hol. 4:17) 


alone 0 


21. 


74 
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lect cheit Time; and of fuch, as after they þ 
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lune; ſaying with the Wife Man, If tho, 
iſe, thou us be Wiſe for thy ſelf, 
but if thow Scol neſt, thow alone fhalt bear 
it. Lamenting the States of ſuch as neg. 


had known the Tuith, fell flo it, as in 
worſe Condition thay them that tiever| 
knew it. Having 4 Great Concern for all 
bitt elf pecially for the Profeſſors of {the 
Truth, that they might walk worthy, 
and not fall ſhort, o Joſs their — 
and therefore it was her earneſt deſire to 
the Lord, that all Friends might be pre. 
ſerved' Farthful to the End, to > Put LDP 
Courſe with j ſoy, that none that had 

well nicht” h Fort of, Cet, Kingfom 
but bras the Crown of Life, which 1 lai 0 
up 16 ftore for all the Faithful. With 
much more that I could: Rehearſe of her Hk. 
Godly Care, Concern and Service for the Hat 


Path, and ſuch as profeſs it, while ſne # 
WAS among 1 d 


And thus haying Labour d! in the Work 
of the Lord, for the Proſp perity of Zion, 1! 
and welfare of all her Inhabitants and 4 
Converts, for above half a Year in her . 
Wk Country ſhe had, a Concern upon. 
Ader obs beginning of che Sixth I * 
With, 1675. to leave her outward Habi- WW. 


55. ad near and dear Relations and 
Fiſeudk, and to Travel Abroad 175 
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Work of the Lord; and on a Firſt Day in 
he Meeting at Clarebam, ſhe took her 
Leave of Friends, telling them, the did 
not know whether ever ſhe might ſee their 
Faces any more (as indeed it Lime): de- 
Hcg: their Prayers for her, (that ſhe 
, 10 Pen be preſerved to the End) as hers 
| 4 n for them; and the latter end of 
that Week ſhe ſet forth on her Journey, I 
accompanying her to Peck in Gloucefter- 
hire, Six Miles from Briftol, and ſo left 
der to the Lord; where ſhe Travelled u 
and down i in the Work of the Lord; 2 
thence into Viltſpire, and ſo into Berkſhire, 
(part of Hampſpire) a yk and Buck- 
nm, Mozghamſhire, and was well Accepted and 
id Ne d among Friends in all Places where 
| e came, in thoſe Parts, of which ſhe 
ger kept a 1 of all the Meetings ſne was 
he at, and the diſtance one from another, 


he amounting in the whole, to near Five Hun \ 


I dred Miles, before ſhe came to London. 

rk And after ſhe bad been out ſome time, 
he ſent ir gn Epiſtle, to Friends of our Meer- 
1d 2 ntaining Salutation of Love, 
er and fi ſignifying her Welfare; Exhortinę 
on Friends to-Faithfulneſs, and to Live in 
th Love and Unity, for: the Truth was as 
i- I © Precious as ever, and the Lord was with 
ad his People, and the ſhout of a King was 
he among them, as in the Days of Old, wk 


* 


us 2 


EY 
0 4 
q 
1 


vs 


deſiring me to come to her, Which I did, by 


* a * 
LI 


Which Epiſtle is Loſt, for leaving the 
Original behind me in the North, at the 
time of her Death, I could never Recover 
aD oi. | | 
And when ſhe had been from Home 
about Three Months, ſhe ſent me a _Lerter, 


way of Oxford; and met with her at Johr 
White's, at Meadle in Buckinghamſhire, on 
a Firſt Day in the Evening, where ſhe had 


had a Meeting that Day, being the 21ſt 
of the 9th Month, and next Third Day 


ſhe had a Meeting at Turvil. Heath, with 
Thomas. Gilpin; and on Fourth Day we 
went by Henly, to Reading, intending to 
have returned Home from thence; but ſtay- 
ing in Town that Night, to ſee Friends in 
Priſon (of whom tflere were many at that 
time) ſhe had a: Concern came upon her 
to go to London, to Viſit Frie FA there, 
and fo to Londen ſhe went, and I with 


her; in hopes of her Return Home along 


with me from thence. But after ſhe had 
been there about a Month, waiting Oppor- 
tunities to Clear her ſelf of What lay 
upon her from the Lord, to Friends in 
and about that City, and to know his 
Mind further, what he might Require of 


ber; deſiring, if it had been the will of 


God to Return Home; but the Lord ſhewed 
hex 2 it malt not be; but that ſhe mult 
: | * - . a 8⁰ 


ene eo 


2 c em. + 


o further to Declare the Truth, where 
he ſhould lead her. And ſhe being given 
up to do his Will, and Anſwer his Requi- 


rings in all things which he might Re- 


quire of her, we Parted; ſhe going North- 


ward, and F Homeward, the beginning of 


the Eleventh Month, bringing with me 


her EPISTLE to Friends, which here 


follows. ; NO 


—— 


To the Meetings at Clareham, 
Portſhead, and Walton. 


1 DE AR and Well - Beloved Friends, 
12 in and amongſt whom the Lord 
„ hath" Appeared; and by the Ariſings 
and Operations of his Divine Power 
** yhich is Bleſſed for Evermore; he hat 


gathered 8 Darkneſs to Ligbt, 


* and from the Power of Satan, unto the 
«: Power of his dear Son. - Unto you a Li- 


<. ving Spring is opened in my Heart, and 
„there is none that can ſenſibly Read me 


© here, but thoſe whoſe Dwelling is in the 
* Light, and are Born of the Immortal Seed, 
for inthe Life, we feel Life, and we An- 
* {wer the Witneſs in each other. And 
here is pure unſpotted Love, and here is 
Vnion and Fellowſhip, in which the 

a 9 World 
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“ World cannot comprehend us, for 4 òtran. 
ger cannot interneddle with our joy. 

And here, my Dear Friends, let us all 
„ Dwell, Serving one another in Love. 
Let the Children of the Kingdom Love one 
© another, and Glorie God over all, that 
„hie may delight to Reveal himſelf more 
* and more unto us; for the Day f bis 
« areat Salvation is come, Honour, and 
«© Power and Migbt be unto our God for 
ever. Rejoyce ye that Love tbe Lord, 
** who have followed him thorow many Tri- 
* bxlations; and have caft down your Crowns 
* at the feet of the Lamb, and have Con- 
* feſſed to his Great Name, who alone is 
<< worthy to Reign over all. | 


7 ſay unto you my dear Friends, Re- 
< zoyce with me in the Fellowſhip of that 
* Life, which is obtained througb Death 
< and Sufferings, for the End Crowns all; 
. © Bleſſed are they that Labour, and do not 
Faint, for there is a ſure: Reward for the 
* Righteous,” and thoſe that continue in 
tell. doing. Therefore work out your Sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, Gird up 
* the loins of your Minds, be Sober, and 
“Hope to the End, for God is nigh, who 


© will Reward. every one according to 
* 72 Deeds; and every Mans Work muſt 
* be tried by Fire, of. what ſort it it; and 
« all that will not abide the fire, 8 be 
7 F ey ON” 


* e 
cc 
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* Conſumed by it, God Eternal is ariſen | 
to ſhake terribly the Earth, and the P:!- 
& /2rs thereof fhall trenble, that ſo that 
* which cannot be ſhaken, may fland for 
* ever, Therefore let all thoſe who have 
been a//eep, ſtand up to Fudgment, for 
the Day oF the Lord is upon all Fleſh, and 
it will overtake many, as a Theif in the 
Night.. Therefore let none decerve them- 
ſelves, in putting the Day of the Lord 


* 


ce 
ce 


T afar off, for that will bring the Seat of 


Violence near; for the Lord of Life and 


Glory is come near to Try the Thoughts 


* of Men and Women,” and he beholts the 


« Slothfuland' the Careleſs, who Serve God 


*«* Nightly, and makes their Prafeſſon a 


© C/oak for their Iniquity, to ſerve their 


66 


own Sinifter Ends, and fo violate the Royal 


* 


Lad of God. Let all conſider of theſe 


Things before it be too late, and the 


Voice be ſounded, He That's Wicked, let 


Him be Wicked fill, 8 
Let the Senſe of theſe Things Euter 
into the Hearts of all Concerned herein; 


© and let all ariſe and be doing, whilſt 


they have a Day, and come forth of that 


'$ Reſt which is poluted; and do not 2 


inthy Heart I thall have Peace and Safe- 
4 7y, for thy Deftruion will come ſad- 


* deny, whoever thou art. Therefore be- 
tore the Loving Kindneſs of God is ſhut 
i 2 D 2 | _ 


or 


* up 
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* #þ in his ſore Diſpleaſure, Repent, and © 
** turn to the Lord, if thou canſt find « © 
© place, before the Sun-paſs off thy Dial. “ 
** Do not Die in a Poluted Land, left thou 
be Buried with Infamy; but whilſt the “ 
Love of God is towards thee, retain his 
Love in thy Heart, and it will be well 1“ 
<* with-thee, and thy Soul ſhall Live, and “ 
* thou ſhalt prolong. tby Days in the Land © 
* Which the Lord thy God Givetb to be 
„thy Inheritance for ever. Thou ſhalt “ 
not Sow, and another Reap, but thou MW** 
* ſhaltlang Enjoy the Work of thy Hands. 
Therefore if thou incline thine Ear to“ 
the Voice ot the Lord, he will hear thee 
ee in thy Difreſs; but if thou ſhalt har- © 
* den thy Heart, he will zefa/e to hear 
© thee in the Day of thy Calamity, and I” 
thy Fee, will be upon thy oon 
Head for ever. Thus in Plainneſs of 
Speech, and in true Loye to all Sole 
Concerned, are theſę things Written, in 
Obedience to his Power, who is God over 
/ 
And Oh! ye Babes of Life, ye Chil- 
4 Adren of the Higdan, who are Born of 
* rhe.geed Immortal, and have xnoton the 
* waſhing of the Water of Regeneration, and 
% Reconciliation. unto God, ye are Bleſſed 
tor evermore,. With you is my Life 


f 
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* 
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ce hound up, in the boſom of the Father's | 
Love, where the Sincere Milk of the 
* pord is known, which Nowuriſhes the 
* Babe Immortal. Ye dear Lambs of the 
* True Fold, whoſe Shepberd is the God of 
* Iſrael. My Portion, is your Portion, 
and my Feeding is in the ſame Paſture, 
even in the Low Valley, where the Streams 
„runs, which waters the whole Flach of 
** God. Here is our defired Habitation, 
„here let us dwell for ever. This is one 
„ Reſt, and we have not another; here 
* we have Bread to Eat, which the 
* World knows not of. IR 
„So Dear Friends, as we have Recei- 
* ved Chriſt, fo let us walk in him, not as 
the World, but as becometh the Saints, 
and for the Goſpe/'s ſake, keep out of 
2 ee of wg Jo Were the 
pure unſpotted Life of Jeſus ; Let your 
wy Tab bine forth unto the W 17 for 
* God: hath not Creared us to Diſhonour, 
but to Honour his Holy Name, who 
* hath Created us a-new in Chriſt* Jeſim, 
that we might bew forth his Praiſe ; 
and that thorow our Holy Converſation 
„ many might be. gathered to the bright- 
* neſs of our Riſing, and might come to 
«* /it down' with us in the Light of the 
* Everlaſting Covenant. ' Ariſe and ſhine 
i forth in thy Beagty oh Sion, for the 


ee Ne Glory 


Glory of tbe Lord is ariſen upon thee, 


. * neſt covers Egypts Land, but Light ſhall 
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* and ſhall Cover the Earth, tho Dark 


bs in the Tents of Iſrael. | 
© 6. Therefore my Dear Companions, watch 
in the Power of the Lamb againſt the 
Lin that would raſily beſet; keep in the 
pre Chaſt Life, ſtand over Tempration:, 
and you will feel Dominion, and in 
% Power Life will be raiſed, which i 
* ſtronger than Death; and here in Pat: 
* ence you will Overcome; for Patient 
© works Experience, and Experience: Hop, 
and Hope is as an Anchor to the' Soul 
So in all things, Dear Friends, wait 1 
cel Self Buried in the Spiritual Death, 


tor if we Suffer with Chriſt, we ſhall 
_ © Reign with him; and ſuch as are Riſer 


* with him, will ſeek the things that art 
Hove, where Chriſt ſittetb at the Right 
Hand of God, who is far aſcended above 
all Principalities and Powers, that he 
may fill all things; and of his Divint 
-* fulneſs Thouſands have Received, who 


* 


can ſpeak forth to his Glory, and to 


the Praiſe of his Name ; that which we 
have felt, taſted and handled of the 
Word of Life, and can ſet to their Seals 
that God is true. 5 

And fo, Dear Friends, in the deep 
Tove ef God, wherewith my Soul 15 
8 | _ affeded, 


1 


a 
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© affefted;' and my Cup doth overflow, | 
* I have given forth thoſe: words in the | 
* Living. Spring of the Eternal Power ; 
and I alſo ſignifie unto you, that I 
know not when I ihall ſee your Faces; 
for it was my Defire- to have ſeen you 
e're this time. And in order thereunto, 


on, came with ſpeed i to the Toyn of 
int Reading; determining in my Mind, as 
wi far as I felt freedom to Return; but in 
41. the interval of Time, the Voice of the 
nc Lord ran thorow me on this wiſe. 
8 Thou ſhalt not Return into thn own 


“ Country, but thou alt Return to 
* London. Do not Keaſon oꝛ Conſult. 
15g in thn; Mind, Obep mp Voice, and 
aal“ Go; Lo J have ſent ther. Where- 
en fore in Obedience to the Lord I Gave 15 
army Life to his Service, not minding the 
h“ Preſent Diſſiculty, but keeping my He 
ore“ to te Power, which is able to carry 
bil through all, I came in the Croſs to the 
ine City of London; and the Lord was with 
yho © me, and gave me Good Succeſs 3, and I 
to © Reſigned in my Mind not to depart out 
well © of the City, until I felt the ſame Her- 
the al Arm which brought me in, to lead 
als me forth again, whether ſoever he 
* pleaſeth. £ 
eh © So when I had waited a Month, the 
50 Vord of the Lord cameunto me, fa ing; 


»4 
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4 Thou ſhalt go and Peach the Golpe!, 
c and Proclaim the Dap of Glad Ti. 


© dings, ok Redemption and Sanctt. 


44 fication to all People whether J ſhal 
« ſend thee ; frau not, koz J am with 
« thee, and my Power {ſhall accompany 


„ ing, And I ſaid, Lord, whether ſhall ! 
* go? and he Anſwered, Whetherſoever| 
** I ſhall-Lead thee. So in Obedience to} 
the Lord I am Given up to Anſwer his} 
_ * Requirings. And when I felt the Coun 

el of the Lord ranards me, to paſs into 
the North, it came upon me thus to 
* Write: And ſo having Anſwered: the 
* Regueirines of the Lord on this wiſe, I 
© Reſt for Exer a Lover of the Truth; de. 
_ ©& ſiring the God of  Peare to be with you, 
and to Bleſs; Keep: and Preſerve you, 
. and to Bſftabliſʒ you. in every Good Word 
7 and Vork, that you may be a People to 
Glory, Who is God over all, Bleſſed for 


the 114h Month, 1675, M. ib, lung. 
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She Vrote alſo ſeveral LETTERS'to 
| Particular Friends, (beſides my Self) ſome 
al x. of which I have by me (well worth the 
thi Reading), but they being more Private, 


nn: and not of fo Genera! a Concern, are here 


w. omitted. %%% 
II From London ſhe went to Vare, ſo to 


ur Hartford, and through Hartfordſbire, Bed- 


to Zord/bire, Huntingtonſhire ; and from Hun- 
his tington the ſent me a Letter, the 14th of 
11: the 12th Month, deſiring me to Meet her at 
to ¶ Daniel Wills's at Northampton, whither ſhe 
to intended, and came; but before I could 


the order my Buſinefs to go, and came thi- 
I cher, ſhe was paſſed on pretty far North- 
de. N ward, through i Notting bam- 
ou, ire, Darby/ſhire, Torkſhire, into Biſhop- 


rick, - I followed after her, from North- 
ampton, to Leiceſter, Nottingham, Mans- 
field, Cheterfield, Wakefield, Leeds, Ma- 


to 
his am, (where Robert Lodge Dwelt) North- 
erton, &c.. (hearing of her at ſeveral 


Places as I paſſed along) till I came to Nor- 
en, near Stockton, in the County of Dur- 
„ Wax, where I met with her, (the iſt of 
5 Ehe 2d Month, 1576.) My Coming to her 


U 
I. 
x 
% 


he t my coming to her, ſhe was ſomewhat 
erived to ſee me, and walked out in the 
Nn E Orchard 


1 


as very Frovidential; for when I came, 
e was taken Ill at a Friend's Houſe ; but 


W | 
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1676. 
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great Sorrow, ſhe grew worſe again, and 


three Days after. 


— — — 
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whether ſhe thought ſhe ſhould ?' ſhe ſaid, 
The Will of the Lord be done, ſhe had Servell 
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horting me to be Faithful fo the Lord; anl 
not to be Troubled or Caſt down at an 
thing, bone ver it might be; and advirig 


larl, to frequent Briſtol- Meetings as much 
-as I could, F 
ing or Reviving to me (as indeed I have 


Saved, but thou will meet with Exerciſe, 
(which I have found true many ways, 
but the Lord hath upheld under all) for 


Eldeſt; Say ing, there was a tender thing i 
him from bis Childhood, and deſired | 
might not loſe it, of be burried out of i 


T he Life of Mary Whiting; 
Orchard with me next Day (being a fine 
Day) and gave me an account of many 
things, and diſcloſed her Mind to me, to 
my great Comfort and Satisfaction. But 2 
Fear ſtruck me concerning her, and to my 


700k her Bed next Day, but ſate up two or 


* 


When ſhe firſt took her Bed, ſhe ſaid t. 
me, She hoped fhe ſhould die: J asked her, 


bim Faithfully in her Day, and was Reſignel 
10 his will; deſiring my well-being, and Ex 


me to be diligent in Meetings; and partich 


or that-it would be an Euli ven. 


often found it) Saying, Thon mayeſt br 


through many 'Tribulations\. we muſt ent 
into the Kingdom. She expreſſed much 
Love to her other Brothers, © eſpecially 7! 
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ne through the Incumbragces of the world; ex- 
preſſing ber Love to all Friends (defiring 
to! their Preſervation) and Concern for all 
| People, which ſhe always much deſired the 
Salvation of. With much more than can 
nd now well be Remembred. 


Encreaſing upon her, ſhe grew weaker and 
| offs weer; and the Day before ſhe Died, ſhe 
fer lay very ſtill and quiet, as if ſhe was Re- 
zial 7:7cd to her Centre, and waiting for her 
well Diſolution; and tho' ſhe had her Senſes 


land Speech freſh and quick in her, ſhe did 


FE, not ſay much. And about the 7th Hour 


* in the Evening, that Day Week I came to 


a her (being Seventh Day) ſhe quietly De- 


rin parted this Life, to my great Grief and 
4M Exerciſe, and laid down her Head i peace 
uh 21th the Lord, I am verily perſwaded; 
ven and doubt not but ſhe is at Reſt with the 
nav Lord, in the Heavenly Kingdom, accord- 
2 being to her deſire in her Life time, where 
ie all Tears are wiped away, and where the 
ay ©*ary are at reſt. And indeed ſhe never 
h for deſired Long Life, but rather to be prepa- 


red to Die, which was her Great Concern, 
ſeeking a better Country, and a City that 
bath Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
:s God. Having an He to the Recompence 


the Faithful; and which far tranſcends 


But her Diſtemper (which was a Feavor) 


of Reward which is laid up in ſtore for all 
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The Life of Mary Whiting. 


all the Tranſitory Enjoyments of this pre- 
ſent Time, which I doubt not but ſhe Ex- 


Joys, as the Fruit of her Labourt, and 
Faithfulneſs to the Lord, whom ſhe 


' Sought and ſerved from her Childhood, and 


walked in Sincerity, Humility, | Sobriety, 
and the Fear of-the Lord, to the end of 
her Days. Front ARES 

For whom, I could Lament, in Remem- 
brance of what ſhe was to me many ways 
while we were together; and the man 
precious Opportunities we have enjoyed, 
and when we have been walking by our 
ſelves, Diſcourſing of the Things of God, 
how. the hath opened the Afyſteries of the 


Kingdom unto me, to my Gre Comfort, 


and ftrengthning my Faith and Hope, 
even to this very day; but now I am de- 
prived of her, and the benefit of her 
Company, which Time will nat wear out 
of my Remembrance. But*T "muſt not 
give way to Sorrdio, or Mourn as them that 
are without Hope, Believing we ſhall Live 


together in the Heavenly Kingdom, as! 


abide Faithful to the Lord; defiring I 
may follow her Steps, who hath left a 
good Savour behind her. 

I could fay much more concerning her, 


jf needful; but can add norhing to her, 


being fixed in her Eternal Manſion; only 
for the Encouragement of others, that ds 
4 anc 
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T he Life of Mary Whiting, 37 
and may hereafter Fear the Lord; ib dn,“ 
Written, and for 4 Memorial of ber in 


| Time to come. Oh! that it might be an 


inducement ment to all that have any 
Deſires e the 8 — 2 
ample, in ſeeking him in their early 
— they — Benefit chere 
in Elder Years; that Living in the Fear 
, Gd, they may come to Die in bis 
Favour, and ſo it may be well with them, 
when Time in this World ſhall be no 
more; as was her Deſire; and as no 
doubt it is with her, and that ſhe hath Re- 
ceived the Crown of Life, which is the Re- 
ward of the Faithful, and which is laid 
up for all that love the Appearance of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, in Sincerity and 
Truth. 8 | 
She Departed this Life, the 8th of the 
2d Month, 1676. in the Two and Twen- 
tieth Year of her Age, and was Buried 
the 1oth of the ſame, in Friend's Bury- 
ing-Ground, in the faid Pariſh of Mor- 
ton: Accompanied ta her Grave by many 
Friends, and Neighbours thereabouts. At- - 
ter which, I Returned Home with a heavy 
Heart for the Loſs of her; but the Lord 
was very near me, and good to me. I 
Lived Retired at my own Houſe for ſome 
time, but ſoon after, my Troubles began 
with the Prieſt, in the Biſhop's Court, for | 
1 Tryvyißes, 
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'Tythes, which terminated in my I 
priſonment (the 28th.of the 4th Month, 
1679.) on the Writ: De Excommunicato Cu- 
piendo; of which, in another Place. And 
ſo Recommendng all to the Grace of God, 
4 with my own Soul, and what I have 
1 ö Written to his Witneſs, I ſhall here Con- 
= - clude this, and Reſt, Lb 
= K A Friend and Lover 


 Tvelcheſter Priſon, where I of the Truth, and 
Suffer outward Bonds, un- them that walk 


der that Great Oppreſſion "Pot 
of Ththes, the geb obe therein, and a S, 
8th Month, 1681. ferer for the ſame, 


on 
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